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MATTER OF PRIVILEGE 
Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Innaloo) [3.04 pm]:  I rise pursuant to Standing Order No 109 to raise a matter of 
privilege.  I note that under the standing orders I can raise this matter without notice.  The week before last I was 
served with a document, which is a reference issued out of the Legal Practitioners Complaints Committee that 
was filed with the Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal.  The document was served on me with a covering 
letter from Mary-Anne Paton, the registrar of the tribunal.  Enclosed with it were the legal practice disciplinary 
tribunal rules of 1993.  The document highlighted that I must answer the reference within 14 days by force of 
law, which I have deliberately chosen not to answer.   

The matter of privilege I wish to raise is that the reference made against me charges that I am guilty of 
unprofessional conduct between 2 January 2001 and 4 February 2002.  It particularises the conduct, which is said 
constitutes the unprofessional and intimidatory conduct.  I will read the paragraph of the reference upon which I 
rise for determination.  One of the particulars raised against me under paragraph 1(b) states -  

At 2.41pm on Wednesday 27 June 2001, the practitioner, who is a member of the Legislative Assembly 
in the Parliament of Western Australia, gave a personal explanation to the Legislative Assembly of the 
events leading to his prosecution by way of the Reference and tabled a copy of the Reference and 
relevant documents. 

You might recall, Mr Speaker, that I was giving a personal explanation at the time about a reference that had 
been made against me then known as R1 of 2002.  Mr Speaker, in its terms, the document charges that I had 
committed unprofessional conduct in part by reason of a speech I made in this Chamber on the date given.  I 
seek at this stage only a determination by you, Mr Speaker, about whether the document constitutes, in part, a 
contempt of the privileges of the Parliament of Western Australia.  I note that Standing Order No 109 states that 
the Speaker may -  

(1) Determine the matter; 

(2) Defer the matter and either continue or adjourn the business under consideration; or 

(3) If the Speaker considers that there is some substance in the matter and it has been raised at the 
earliest opportunity, give priority to a motion without notice. 

At this stage, I am not seeking to disturb the orderly business of this Chamber for as long as it would require to 
debate a motion.  However, I seek a determination by you, Mr Speaker, at the reasonably earliest opportunity 
about whether the initiating document constitutes a contempt of the standing orders of the Parliament of Western 
Australia as they are attached to the privileges enjoyed by members of the Parliament of Western Australia.  I 
note that, on the face of it, the document purports to be prepared by Minter Ellison under the authorship of Mr 
Bruce Goetze and is signed by the law complaints officer, Ms Diane Howell.   

At this stage I am not seeking to move this matter to be referred to the Standing Committee on Procedure and 
Privileges; I am seeking a determination on whether the document per se constitutes a contempt.  I am mindful 
that all the people involved in this matter are senior legal practitioners and that there should be remedies outside 
of this that should adequately protect me.  Although I was reluctant to raise this matter, I sought advice of senior 
members of the Opposition, the Government and the Clerk of the Assembly about what I should do.  This is a 
serious matter and I wish to draw it to your attention, Mr Speaker.  If it will aid in your determination, Mr 
Speaker, I am able to deliver this reference to you either now in the Chamber or after you rise from the Chair.  I 
am not seeking leave to table the document but to deliver it to you, Mr Speaker, to assist you in you making your 
determination.  I am in your hands as to what is the protocol of the Chamber.  I regard it as a very serious matter 
that a member of Parliament could be prosecuted by a statutory authority for, in part, what he has said in this 
Chamber.  I rise not to protect myself, but to protect the rights and privileges of every parliamentarian in 
Western Australia.  

The SPEAKER:  This a serious matter of privilege.  I will take some time to consider the matter that has been 
raised and I will endeavour to come back to the House in the not too distant future. 
 


